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What will the New Year bring? I find myself thinking about that with a mixture of
worry, intrigue, and suspense. How soon will the pandemic end? What will happen
to the economy and all the people, including my son, who are out of work? Can we
find peace as a nation? How will my own family fare in the midst of all of this?
The turning of the calendar always brings thoughts about what might be “new” in
the New Year. Yet, this year seems to bring with it a larger number of question
marks than others. That’s why the reading from 1 John brings me both strength
and hope.
“Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed.”
Among all the things that are uncertain, there is one thing that is certain: We are
God’s children right now. God loves us, delights in us, and cares about us. Nothing
past or future can ever take that away. Therefore, we can enter this New Year with
the deep trust that, whatever might happen, we are held and loved by God, who will
give us the courage, grace and wisdom to journey through the time ahead and grow
as God’s people.
The scripture passage also honestly acknowledges that the coming year is both
unknown and unsettled. “…what we will be has not yet been revealed.” The
future, namely what will happen to us and who we will grow to be, has not arrived
yet. It is always in the process of being revealed and formed.
Continued next page
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Bishop Jaech continued from page 1

That’s typically scary for us, because we like to know and control the future. However, the
uncertainty and openness of the future means that God has plenty of room to bring new blessing
and growth into our lives. When the Israelites headed out into the wilderness led by God, Moses, and
Miriam, they had no certainty where they were going. However, along the way, they were
transformed as a community and deepened in their relationship with God. When the disciples
followed Jesus out onto the roads of Galilee, it was a new world they were entering where they would
discover their callings and their gifts.
That is God’s promise to us for the coming year. We are headed into a mystery. There are serious
questions yet to be addressed. There undoubtedly will be hard moments along the way. However,
the promise is that, throughout the year ahead, God will lead us into a deeper life of wisdom, joy,
community, and grace.
“Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.”

Congregations in Transition – January 2021

Lord, we pray for your wisdom, insight, and peace for these congregations, and leaders in our synod
who are working through a time of pastoral transition. We give you thanks for each and every one.
Amen.

Congregations

Position

Status

Pastoral Care

Bethel, Brush Prairie
Christ, Federal Way

P
P

TR
TR

Gloria Dei, Kelson
Grace, Port Townsend
Lutheran Church of
Christ the King,
Tacoma
Mountain View,
Edgewood

P
P
P

TR
TR
TR

Pulpit Supply
Marietta Nelson-Bittle
SAM
Pr. Elten Zerby
Pr. Alan Berg
Pulpit supply

P

TR

Messiah, Auburn
Ocean Park, Ocean
Park
Prince of Peace, Forks
St. John’s, Chehalis
St. John’s, Lakewood
Zion, Camas

AP
P

TR

Pr. Chuck Harris
Louise Buckles, SAM

P
P
P
P

TR
TR
TR
TR

Pastor Mike Hanson
Pr. Eric Utto-Galarneau
Pr. Becca Parkins
Assoc Pr. Susan Dollinger

Pr Mike Greenwalt, Pr Kim
Latterell

Mobility position key
P – Pastor
AP – Associate Pastor
D- Deacon
Mobility status key:
NV – New Vacancy
TR – Transition
I – Interviewing
C – Calling
SAM- Synodically
Authorized Minister

On the Road with the Bishop
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Nov. 7 I was delighted to officiate at the
wedding of Pastor and Mrs. John and
Eugene Kim at Gloria Dei Lutheran, Tacoma,
where Pastor Kim serves as pastor. This was
the very first time as a bishop that I had the
opportunity to perform the wedding of one
of the Synod’s pastors. Therefore, it brought
special joy.

Nov. 16-23
Together with
the Alaska, Oregon, Northwest
Intermountain, and Northwest
Washington Synods, we held
the (virtual) First Call
Theological Event, which is a
retreat providing support and
continuing education for
pastors and deacons who are in
the first three years of their first
call. Eleven pastors, chaplains,
and deacons from our
Southwestern Washington
Synod participated: Pastor
Jessie McKenzie, Pastor Brad
Hayward, Pastor Hallie Parkins, Pastors Vera McEwan, Sister Ann Schultz,
Pastor Mary Shaima, Pastor Melissa Johnson, Pastor Anna Bonaro, Deacon
Megan Phillips, Pastor Louise Buckles, and Pastor Susan Dollinger.
Continued next page
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On the Road, continued from page 3

Nov. 22 We celebrated the Ordination of Pastor Mary Shaima, pastor of Shepherd of the
Hills Lutheran in Stevenson, which is our eastern-most congregation, upriver
from Vancouver on the Columbia.

Dec. 1-4
When new
ELCA bishops are elected by
synods, they attend two
Bishops’ Formation Retreats
designed to help orient and
equip them for their work. As a
member of the Bishops’
Formation Committee, I
assisted leading this retreat.

Continued next page
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On the Road, continued from page 4

Dec. 1, 10, 16 Observing necessary COVID precautions, we held three virtual Advent
Eucharists for the pastors, chaplains and deacons of our Synod, joining
together for worship and conversation. This is a photo from our December
10th gathering which included pastors and deacons from across the synod,
and even our pastor serving in Hungary!

Dec. 15
It was a delight to welcome home our
son, Nick, from New York City just before Thanksgiving
Day and have him be with us through Christmas into
the New Year. His long arms are an advantage for
trimming the tree.

Continued next page
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On the Road, continued from page 5

Dec. 19
It was a joy to
attend virtually the wedding of
Allison Ramsey and Alan Kies,
which took place at Peace
Lutheran, Tacoma. Pastor John
Stroeh officiated at the
wedding. Many of you know
Allison as our Synod Office
Manager, who has helped you in
many different ways over the
years. She now goes by the
name of Allison Kies.

2021 VIRTUAL BISHOP'S CONVOCATION ON ZOOM
Tuesday, January 19- Wednesday, January 20, 2021

On January 19th and 20th, 2020, The Southwestern Washington Synod rostered
ministers will gather virtually for the Bishop's Convocation where we will learn about and
commit to do our part to eradicate the entrenched sin of racism that grips the United
States and the ELCA and paralyzes our ability to see every human being as equal.
It's past time to get to work.
We will challenge ourselves, our congregations and communities to join in truth-telling,
leading to actions that right the wrongs, and, with God's grace, bring healing and
wholeness to all people, peace to the ELCA and unity to the nation. We will A.C.T.:
awaken, confront and transform.
$85 per registered rostered leader.
To Register: https://cvent.me/QREV51?RefId=sum Cost $85
Continued next page
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Bishop’s Convocation continued

As part of a growing synod-wide strategy on ending racism, the purpose of
this Bishop’s Convocation for Rostered Pastors and Deacons over Zoom is to grow
in mind, heart, and skills. We will:
· sharpen our mental awareness and understanding of racism
· deepen our heart connection to people of other ethnic groups
· learn skills that will help our congregations address racism
We'll have large and small
group work, share 3
different worship services,
provide interactive
workshops on anti-racism
and a play time.
Facilitator: Stacy Kitahata.
is currently the co-director
of Holden Village, and was
Program Director with the
Krista Foundation for
Global Citizenship. She has
over 25 years of
experience, among them
as a Qualified
Administrator of the Intercultural Development Inventory (IDI) and an Associate with the
Kaleidoscope Institute for Leadership in a Diverse Changing World. Stacy co-facilitated the
intercultural training program Kaleidoscope Institute Northwest. She directed the Center for
Community Engagement and Service Learning and taught as professor and chair of the
department of Intercultural Studies at Trinity Lutheran College, Everett, Washington. With
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Stacy served as the Coordinator for Evangelism
and Multicultural Ministry and Outreach with the synods of Region 1, as Dean of the
Community with the Lutheran School of Theology, Chicago and as Associate Director for
Global Education with ELCA Global Mission.
Programming: Large and Small group work on anti-racism, 3 worship services, 6 workshops
to choose from, networking and synod updates.
Hours:
Tuesday, January 19th 9:30am-8pm (with several short and long breaks scheduled
throughout the day)
Wednesday, January 20th 9:30am-4:15pm (with several short and long breaks scheduled
throughout the day)
Cost:
$85 per registered rostered leader.
To Register: https://cvent.me/QREV51?RefId=sum (Pre-work was sent to rostered
ministers on Monday and is in the registration materials online.)
Continued next page

Bishop’s Convocation Workshops: (choose one each session when you register)
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Tuesday at 1:30pm
Anti-Racism Calls for Reconciliation and Reparations
Related to but different from the work of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion is the work of
Antiracism. Antiracism calls for reconciliation and reparations. Join us as we engage in
conversations and learn what "reconciliation and reparations" means. Learn about
resources to bring healing regarding the sin of racism against people who are black in our
society and church.
Lutheran Whiteness
Learn about the history of whiteness and racism in the Lutheran Church, led by Desta
Goehner, Director of Congregational Relations at California Lutheran University, Thousand
Oaks, CA
Anti-Racist Parenting
Learn tips to help your children, or those in your parish, to be anti-racist.
Tuesday at 2:45pm
Addressing Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Children
Native American women and children are missing, being murdered and sexually assaulted at
rates as high as 10 times the average in certain counties in the United States—crimes
overwhelmingly committed by individuals outside the Native American community. Listen,
learn, and understand what we can do to help. Led by Pastor Linda Smith (Elder of the
Tulalip Tribe) and Deacon Intern Bonnie Sanchez (member of Squaxin Island Tribe), who are
members of the Synod’s Native American Task Force.
South Korean Culture and Racism
Chong I. Chung, who we know as "Jenny Kim", is a TEEM Candidate and Director of Dasom
Bicultural School in Federal Way, Jenny, along with her children, Joshua and Grace, will share
their personal experiences of discrimination and racism in the US. Jenny will talk about
parenting, and how the ELCA follows their own culture, without always accepting others'.
They all want you to understand the Korean Culture-above and below the water in the
"cultural iceberg"- so you can help stop this racism.
Training for Non-Violent Civil Disobedience
How to carry out effective and collaborative acts of non-violent civil disobedience with
attention to the context in which it will take place and giving attention to issues of physical,
mental and spiritual safety. Led by Pastor Lenny Duncan of our new mission development,
Jubilee Collective in Vancouver WA
6:20-7:20pm PLAY!
Take a FUN break tonight. Play a really fun game called "The Art of Networking"- a silly,
artistic game with a professional game manager from Play with a Purpose. Play is
necessary, especially now!
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Trainings

Ignite the Church Conference for 2021

Adapting to a New Reality: Living into a Fresh Vision for God’s Church
This ELCA Continuing Education has gone online. In 2021 join them for Third Thursday
monthly webinars featuring well known scholars and church leaders that focus on key areas:
January – Encouragement Beyond Fatigue
February – Justice and the Common Good
March – Hybrid Community: Virtual & In-Person
April – The Future is Now: Creative Expressions of Church
Please go to www.IgniteTheChurch.net to see the outstanding line up of speakers and panel
leaders and get more information on how you can join this transformational movement.
Pastors and congregational leaders can sign up for a suggested $25 donation per person for
the series. All conference proceeds are donated to the ELCA Fund for Leaders.

Digital Discipleship and Evangelism Training- a Success
The Synod Outreach Board provided a successful
online training series on digital discipleship and
evangelism by author Jamie Domm this winter.
We had 53 people from 21 congregations join the
4-part series. We learned so very much. We had a
glitch with one video recording, but the others will
be available for use in our synod soon. The
Outreach Board is meeting soon to discuss future
programming to assist congregations with
strengthening their strategies for renewal.

Building a Culture of Generosity Training Helped

Working virtually with Paul Marsh of GSB Fundraising, 43 people from 14 synod
congregation participated in a 6- part training to help build a successful end of year
fundraising program. Those participating reported that they had a significant increase in
returned pledges over previous years. The program was funded by congregations and
grants from the Synod. Bishop Jaech is looking into other training opportunities this
agency has to offer.

Prison Raffle Results
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We were remiss in reporting on the results from the Living Stones Prison Congregation
Raffle this winter that many synod congregations participated in:
Bishop Rick Jaech drew the winning tickets at the synod office on Nov. 17.
• Grand prize ($2,020) - Carol Swoyer, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Vancouver.
• 2nd prize ($202) - George Shanafelt, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd,
Olympia,
• 3rd prize (handmade quilt) - Verna Westman, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Centralia.
4th prize (handmade child-size quilt) - Judy Miller, St. Andrew Lutheran Church,
Vancouver, WA
• 5th prize (handmade Seahawks apron) - Holly Cattin, St. Andrew Lutheran Church,
Vancouver.

Congregation News
A reminder from Living Stones Prison Congregation (now preparing to begin a second
ministry at Monroe supported by the Northwest Washington Synod): You (and anyone
interested from your community) are invited to their monthly check-ins with Pastor Chris
Ode: next scheduled for Monday, December 14 at 3pm.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09
Grace Lutheran Church, Port Townsend blessed 152 quilts that they created for Lutheran
World Relief, plus others that they sold to support the church quilters.
Amazing Grace, Aberdeen has group of about 13 quilters that meet twice a month. They
donated 216 quilts to Lutheran World Relief. Locally in Grays Harbor, they provided 69 quilts
to local individuals through Friendship House, Clothing Bank, Salvation Army, and Union
Gospel Mission. They also made eight special confirmation quilts for the young people of our
church being confirmed. This group also made 161 school kits and 302 health kits to send
to Lutheran World Relief through donated items.
Trinity Lutheran, Vancouver had a Drive-Through Nativity during Advent. You can watch it
here
Agnus Dei Lutheran Church, Gig Harbor’s Racial Justice Committee will host a presentation
on the book ‘The Color Of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated
America’ by Richard Rothstein on January 28th at 7pm. Rothstein extensively researched
racially explicit and implicit policies by government entities that intentionally created racial
segregation in the United States. Racial Zoning, IRS tax codes, Private Real Estate
Agreements, State Sanctioned Violence and more.
//

