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Sabbatical, continued from page 1

international congregation gathers, including many who work at the Lutheran World Federation
based in Geneva, which we will visit while there. The fourth pastor from our Synod serving
internationally is unfortunately too distant to visit on this trip. Pastor Christi Manisto, formerly the
pastor at Beautiful Savior, Vancouver, is now pastor at St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Cairo, Egypt,
and also is CEO of a huge Lutheran refugee center in Cairo.
I look forward to learning from these pastors who minister in very international settings. I also look
forward to bringing them greetings and support from all of us in the Southwestern Washington
Synod. Along the way, Satya and I will also enjoy refreshing days in Amsterdam, Stockholm, Luzern
and Paris. We know that there are special challenges to traveling in this time of the COVID
pandemic. Therefore, we welcome your prayers, both that God will keep us safe and that God will
also bring us much joy and sabbath rest.
During the two remaining weeks of Sabbatical in September, I will travel to San Francisco to
participate in the Installation of the newly-elected Bishop Megan Rohrer of the Sierra Pacific Synod.
Throughout this Sabbatical time, I will enjoy catching up on reading a number of books that have
been sitting on my shelf calling my name.
Thank you for this gift of Sabbatical. I look forward to telling you about it when I return. I pray that
God will also bring to you, as well, many moments and days of Sabbath rest as we journey through
August and September.
In Christ,
Bishop Rick Jaech
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On the Road with the Bishop

Here is a sampling of my activities around the Synod in July:
July 4

Preached at Christ Lutheran, Lakewood, served by Pastor Ralf Kalms. Pictured with
me, below, are the music staff at Christ Lutheran.

July 18

Preaching and serving communion at an outdoor service at Dungeness Valley
Lutheran, Sequim, where Pastor Russ Britton serves.
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July 25

Preaching at St. John Lutheran, Lakewood, currently served by Interim Pulpit Supply
Pastor Paul Freese.

Congregations in Transition - August 2021
Lord, we pray for your wisdom, insight, and peace for these congregations the leaders in our synod who are
working through a time of pastoral transition. We give you thanks for each and every one. Amen.

Congregations

Position

Status

Pastoral Care

Bethany, Longview

P

NV

Christ, Federal Way
Faith, Elma
Gloria Dei, Kelso
Messiah, Auburn

P
P
P
AP

TR
NV
TR
TR

Pulpit Supply & Sr. Karen
Norton
Pulpit Supply
Pulpit Supply
Pr. Elten Zerby
Pr. Chuck Harris

Mountain View,
Edgewood

P

TR

Pr. Kim Latterell and Pr.
Briana Merkle

Prince of Peace, Forks
Spirit of Life, Port
Orchard
St. John’s, Chehalis
St. John’s, Lakewood
Stella, Longview
Zion, Camas

P
P

TR
NV

P
P
P
P

TR
TR
NV
TR

Pr. Mike Hanson
Marietta Nelson-Bittle,
SAM
Pulpit Supply
Pr. Paul Freese
Pr. Lydia Brannon
Assoc Pr. Susan Dollinger

Mobility position key
P – Pastor
AP – Associate Pastor
D- Deacon
Mobility status key:
NV – New Vacancy
TR – Transition
I – Interviewing
C – Calling
SAM- Synodically
Authorized Minister
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PSALM application process open!
The Program for Strengthening Active Lay Ministry will
begin a new cohort with 10 students in late August 2021.
For more information and an application to join, go to
https://swwasynod.org/leadership/growing-leaders/psalm/,
OR Contact Pastor Rebecca Shjerven, Bishop’s Associate,
shjervrl@plu.edu

Wild Fire Disasters and Worship Resources

We are well into another challenging wildfire season. The Bigalow fire in Oregon is currently the
largest fire in the nation. Several serious fires are burning across Montana and Idaho. Evacuations
are in play. In Washington there are two fires in Okanogan County and evacuations in play north of
Spokane. Alaska is currently tracking 57 fires in the state. Smoke is compromising health around
the region and "our" smoke is being seen all across the nation.
The Oregon Synod has put together some resources (prayers, scriptures, poems, inter-faith) for a
Wildfire Recognition Sunday. Because Oregon was so impacted last year, they passed a resolution
at their Synod Assembly to observe a "Wildfire Sunday" sometime this September. (Last Labor Day
being the day the fires started.) The Oregon Synod is making them available to other synods, and
other faith groups and county Long Term Recovery Groups.
The resource pdf is available for download at our ELCA Region 1 Disaster Preparedness and
Response website at https://www.region1beprepared.org/library/

6

ELCA Bishop responds to DACA Ruling

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35).
Dear church,
Jesus taught us that when we welcome the stranger as a person made in God’s image, we also welcome
God. Our lives, ministries and congregations have been blessed by many immigrants and refugees over
the years — from many of our ancestors to those we welcome among us today. Our faithful witness as
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is enriched by people who are recipients of Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).
Earlier this month, a U.S. district judge ruled to end the DACA program on July 19. Finding it unlawful,
the judge’s order suspends the acceptance of any new applications while keeping intact the protections
for current DACA recipients. The long-awaited decision strikes a blow against the 2012 program, which
has provided relief from deportation and the opportunity to pursue an education and start careers for
thousands of young people whose remarkable contributions benefit our children, our families, our
communities and our church. While these important protections may continue for current recipients,
this is little solace to those who may not be able to receive DACA status in the future. We lament the
anxiety and turmoil this ruling is causing in our communities. We pray for all who may suffer due to the
end of this program. We grieve this potential loss to our church and to the communities in which we
serve.
As a church we will continue to welcome all people, regardless of their documented status, seeking to
ensure hospitality and safety for all. Bishops and synods are encouraged to find ways to support
congregations working with newcomers and existing vulnerable individuals and communities. We also
continue our advocacy through the ELCA’s AMMPARO strategy (Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities) and by urging our elected officials to enact
legislation such as H.R. 6: the American Dream and Promise Act (or “Dream Act”), which provides a
pathway to citizenship for DACA recipients and other undocumented immigrants with deep ties to this
country. We will also pray for the wisdom and courage to welcome the stranger, and in so doing to
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receive our Lord.
Lord Jesus, as you were taken as a child to Egypt by your parents seeking refuge, you know what it
means to be the stranger. By your love, you draw people to yourself and welcome them into the
household of faith. May we show your joy by welcoming the stranger as we bear your creative and
redeeming love to all the world. Amen.

In Christ,

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Spanish Version:

What We Appreciate, Appreciates
Rev. Scott Stoner, Living Compass Wellness

I was out for a bike ride one evening this week, and I
came upon the iconic summer scene of a Little League
baseball game. I stopped for a moment and watched,
reminiscing about the many years I spent playing
baseball as a kid and coaching my kids as they did the
same.
As I rode on, I found myself thinking back to one
particular ritual that we used to do after each game,
both when we won and when we lost. Our team would
form a circle and chant, "Two, four, six, eight, who do
(we appreciate? Go…….Giants (or whatever the name of the other team was)." Then we
would go over and shake hands with the other team, who had usually just finished
doing the same cheer for us. We were paying attention to each other's efforts, whether
it led to a victory or not.
For me, one of the most important parts of youth sports, if not the most essential part,
is the opportunity to teach character and values through being a good sport. Educating
youth to appreciate others' efforts sincerely, no matter the outcome is a life lesson
they can hold on to long after they complete their Little League baseball years.
All of this brings me to one of the core teachings that runs throughout our adult,
parent, and teen wellness programs, the principle that "Whatever we pay attention to,
is what will grow.' While I didn't mention this principle directly in my column last week
where I talked about the gift of imperfection, it was certainly implied. In that column, I
spoke of when it comes to our gardens as well as our lives, we can pay attention to the
weeds that will always be there, or we can pay attention to that which is good and
beautiful. Because, in fact, whatever we pay attention to, is what will grow.

I recently heard a different way of declaring this truth, and it ties in with the Little
League baseball cheer I mentioned earlier. It goes like this: "What we appreciate,
appreciates."
If we appreciate and praise good behavior in a child, we will likely see more of that
behavior.
If we appreciate someone's efforts to face a complex challenge, we will increase their
self-confidence and commitment to keep working to overcome their challenge.
If we express our gratitude and appreciation for something that someone does for
others, we encourage more acts of kindness. Continued next page
Appreciates, continued from page 7

When we call someone who is alone who could use a little appreciation, we make
them feel cared about and make their day.
You can, I'm sure, think of additional examples from your own life of how "What we
appreciate, appreciates," and I encourage you to do so. Even more, I encourage you to
test out the truth of this principle by making a concerted effort, in the days and weeks
to come, to go out of your way and appreciate people in your life.
So, here we go, team,……." Two, four, six, eight. Who can we appreciate? Go………."

Congregations
Saron Lutheran/First Presbyterian Church in
Hoquiam, pictured left, is deciding how they
want to repair the elemental damage on their
steeple. Their Property Committee has done
their research and worked with strong building
professionals, including the Hoquiam Historic
Commission, so now the congregation will vote
on which repair method to undertake moving
forward.
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2022 Synod Compensation Guidelines will be emailed to rostered ministers and congregation
general emails (plus those who have requested them) on September 27th.
//
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