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in thea upper
Citizen
,
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from
Northwest of the Olympic Peninsula. The boardwalk
trail
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meanders through forest and coastal meadows before breaking
suddenly onto the Pacific coast. Almost as soon as I reached the
programmer, farmer,
beach, a thick cold ocean mist surrounded me, and I could only
nurse, pastor. And, yes,
see a few feet ahead.
the “office” of both citizen and elected
leader are among the roles that Luther
I hadn’t made this journey before, didn’t know the area, didn’t
identifies as part of God’s royal
know how far my campsite lay ahead of me. I knew I needed to
priesthood.
follow the edge of the beach South, I knew I had to tread
carefully along the wet rocky beach, and I knew that high tide was coming to wash
Luther was still very much shaped by the
over the path.
sixteenth century society around him that
was
just
emerging from feudalism.
This vivid memory has returned to me
a lot
recently.
Therefore, he did not leap immediately
As a Synod (syn-odos - 'walking together’),
I amdemocracy.
certain that However,
we're on the
a journey
into full-scale
together and that it’s one that weaves
together
our
wider
community,
our
rights and duties that he proposes for churches,
our families and personal lives.
common people and their government
leaders are quite stunning. As cities in
For many, this stage of our journey through Covid, through ecological crisis and
Germany
becameabout
“Lutheran”,
theyvitality of our
political uncertainty, and through profound
questions
the future
welcomed
advice
from
Luther
about
how
churches, feels a lot like my misty arrival on the beach. We can't stay
where
we are to re-form
government
the tide is coming. We can’t clearly see
where their
we need
to go. Atstructures
times, thesopath is
risky.
that they would better reflect God’s equal,
life-changing love. In response, for the
How can we hope to make a journeyfirst
under
these
conditions?
time
in Europe’s
history, Luther
mobilized
local
governments
to: (1)
I find it helpful to find ways to trust the next step.
Establish and financially support free
to all
boys
and
(2) 'the Way,
First, I trust that we are called to thisschools
journeyopen
by One
who
tells
us girls.
they are
the Truth and the Life.’ Our minds often
grasp the
’Truth’
part of this
mystery,
but we
Establish
a social
assistance
program
that
may neglect the Way and the Life.
Ours
is
to
walk
the
Way
faithfully,
would provide material help to people in fully
participating in Life. The journey itself
has
profound
only what we may
crisis
(widows,
thevalue,
ill, thenot
unemployed.)
perceive to be the destination.
This welfare program or “community
chest”
would
be equally
administered
a
Second, I trust that the Way ahead is
actually
never
visible in
its entirety -byinstead,

the Way emerges. Sometimes we think we can see the future, usually we can’t. My
experience has been that the Way emerges when we're on it - we find the second
step only when we take the first.
Continued next page
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Shalom, continued from page 1

Third, I trust that we are called onto the Way for a reason. Our shared calling - our vocation - is
connected to God’s intention for creation: Shalom. We are called to the Way to nurture Shalom.
Knowing this purpose, we’re freed up from knowing the precise destination, and we can focus on
asking of each step on our journey, ‘is this step rooted in Shalom?’ When we walk this way, we can
trust the journey and the destination.
I have come to see this work of nurturing Shalom to be marked in us and in our communities by four
movements: from scarcity to abundance, from fear to freedom, from rivalry to peacemaking and
from theory to practice.
This is a profoundly challenging moment that can easily overwhelm, discourage and disorient us. In
my work with you all, I’m eager to join you on the journey, grounded in the value of the journey, trust
in emergence, and a clarity about our shared vocation to nurture shalom. Let’s walk together.

Congregations in Transition - September 2021
Lord, we pray for your wisdom, insight, and peace for these congregations the leaders in our synod who are
working through a time of pastoral transition. We give you thanks for each and every one. Amen.

Congregations

Position

Status

Pastoral Care

Bethany, Longview

P

I

Calvary, Federal Way
Christ, Federal Way
Faith, Elma
First, South Bend
Gloria Dei, Kelso
Messiah, Auburn

P
P
P
P
P
AP

NV
NV
NV
NV
TR
TR

Pulpit Supply & Sr. Karen
Norton
Pulpit Supply
Pulpit Supply
Rev. Dan Wilson
Pulpit Supply
Pr. Elten Zerby
Pr. Chuck Harris

Mountain View,
Edgewood

P

I

Pr. Kim Latterell and Pr.
Briana Merkle

Prince of Peace, Forks
Spirit of Life, Port
Orchard
St. John’s, Chehalis
St. John’s, Lakewood
Stella, Longview
Trinity, Parkland

P
P

TR
NV

P
P
P
P

I
TR
NV
NV

Zion, Camas

P

TR

Pr. Mike Hanson
Marietta Nelson-Bittle,
SAM
Pulpit Supply
Pr. Paul Freese
Pr. Lydia Brannon
Pr. Jonette Blakney and
Pr. Ron Kempe
Assoc Pr. Susan Dollinger

Mobility position key
P – Pastor
AP – Associate Pastor
D- Deacon
Mobility status key:
NV – New Vacancy
TR – Transition
I – Interviewing
C – Calling
SAM- Synod
Authorized Minister

Synod Calls
Pastor Jeff Gaustad leaves Trinity Lutheran Church, Parkland on September 9th and moves to serve
as Chaplain at Elisio, Tacoma (formerly Tacoma Lutheran Retirement Community) for a Synod call
to ministry.
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PSALM- Program for Strengthening Active Lay Ministry
Last Sunday, 7 of our
Synod's PSALM Lay
Ministers (Program for
Strengthening Active Lay
Ministry) were blessed as
they completed their 2
year course of study. The
blessing occurred in the
sanctuary at Trinity
Lutheran Church in
Parkland! Congratulations
PSALM Students in cohort
2!
In the group photo above,
left to right back row:
Chris Cotten, Tammy Lam,
Karl Johnson, Pastor
Rebecca Shjerven, Kim
Grasmick, Renee Day.
Front row, left to right,
Daniel Boyum and Joan Nelson.
If you are still interested in applying for this year's PSALM student cohort, we're accepting
applications until September 7th. Learn more here: https://swwasynod.org/leadership/growingleaders/psalm/

ELCA Youth Gathering Safety and Security Webinar
One week away! On Wednesday, Sept. 8, at 7 p.m. Central time,
join ELCA Youth Gathering director Molly Beck Dean, Safety and
Security team leader Pastor Shawn Hannon, and medical
manager Rachel McConnell, registered nurse, for a webinar
about safety at the 2022 Gathering. They'll share the
Gathering’s plans and open the floor for Q&A at the end. To save
your spot, sign up here: http://ow.ly/uNW550G1HSC.

Support for Wildfires in the Sierra Pacific Synod
The season of wildfires is continually becoming regular for individuals living in the Sierra
Pacific Synod. Beginning in July of 2021, wildfires began sweeping through parts of Northern
California and Nevada, displacing individuals from their homes and businesses by the day.
Currently, the Dixie Fire is active in Butte County, Lassen County, Plumas County and Tehama
County, impacting 4 of our Synod's congregations tremendously. As of August 11th, the Dixie
Fire is the largest single wildfire in California history and has burned over 500,000 acres with
only 30% contained.

Over 1,110 homes have been lost to date. There are four ELCA congregations in the area of
the Dixie Fire who are providing support for those who have lost homes, evacuees, those
affected by ash and smoke in the air and experiencing mental and spiritual anguish of the
fire and the ongoing pandemic.
The Sierra Pacific Synod is collecting funds and working in partnership with Lutheran
Disaster Relief and Lutheran Social Services of Northern California to provide immediate
relief for those affected by the Dixie Fire and other fires expected to affect California and
Nevada this season. Your contributions will go to emergency relief support for congregations
and members impacted by the wildfires. We invite you to make a donation
here: https://tinyurl.com/SPSfiresupport
Attached pictures are from Bishop Megan Rohrer’s drive through the foothills on August 4,
2021. Since then, the wildfire has grown tremendously.
An overview of the fire can be found in this Time Magazine
article: https://time.com/6089742/california-wildfire/
Up-to-Date Information from Cal Fire can be found
here: https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/2021/7/14/dixie-fire/
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Amending or Ending Gift Restrictions
From ELCA Administrative Matters July 2021

When restricted contributions are made, donors, grantors and charitable organizations
generally expect that gifts will be fully used for the intended purposes within the anticipated
time period. It is important to keep good records regarding receipt of all restricted gifts,
including the documents used in fundraising appeals. Moreover, in accepting restricted gifts,
charitable organizations may be legally obligated to administer gifts in accordance with
restrictions.
From time to time, however, restricted gift purposes cannot be fulfilled as expected. Consider
two circumstances: 1. A congregation receives restricted gifts totaling $10,000 to purchase
a new piano. The congregation purchases the piano at a cost of $8,500 and cannot use the
excess $1,500 in accordance with gift restrictions; 2. A congregation accepts restricted gifts
and grants to renovate the worship space. However, contributions were not sufficient to fully
fund the renovations. Instead of partially renovating the worship space, the congregation
council would like to repurpose the gifts.
The best practice is to obtain written permission from the actual donors and grantors. In
situations where the actual donors are known and can be contacted, charitable organizations
should take all steps necessary to get such permission to repurpose restricted gifts. All
reasonable attempts to utilize gifts according to their original restrictions should be pursued
prior to deciding that a restricted gift will not be used as intended.
Whenever possible, it is advisable to work directly with donors and grantors to obtain
permission to use restricted funds for alternate purposes. For example, the suggestion would
be that the extra money raised for the piano would be applied to future tuning of the piano,
piano music, accompanist pieces, etc. If donors and grantors are not available (or perhaps
close relatives are not available), or an agreement cannot be reached, the congregation may
be legally obligated to the original restrictions.1 Each specific fact situation needs to be
reviewed closely to determine the proper steps to take. Congregations and other charitable
organizations should consult with their legal counsel to address individual gift circumstances.
Donors and grantors may retain the right to request return of gifts or grants when restricted
funds will not be used as intended. Donors should be made aware of tax implications if
charitable deductions were taken in prior years and those funds are then returned to the
donors. Often this means that the return of a gift must be reported by the congregation as
income to the donor.
In order to remove or amend gift restrictions in circumstances such as those referenced
above, a congregation would ordinarily pursue one of the following options: obtain written
permission of the donors or grantors, apply to the applicable state’s attorney general for
permission, or obtain a court order. In most states, the attorney general has authority to
oversee charitable organizations and charitable gifts within the state. However, obtaining an
enabling action from the attorney general or a court order can be time consuming and/or
costly.
Continued next page
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Gifts, continued from page 5
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Anticipating that circumstances may arise wherein restricted gifts cannot be fully utilized as
intended is important. Actual requests for gifts should clearly set forth an alternate use of
any excess funds and congregations should adopt written policies to govern acceptance and
management of restricted gifts. In the policies, the congregation council can address what
rights may be retained by the council to address:
a) restricted fund balances that remain after the completion of applicable initiatives;
b) naming a similar or complementary purpose for ministries or projects that cease
to exist or are impractical; and c) protocol for consulting with donors, or
representatives of donors, to amend gift restrictions for current ministries or projects.
Policies cannot be applied retroactively, but they can assist in managing future matters.
Explanatory disclosure language regarding alternate uses of funds should be clearly
addressed in all gift requests and acceptance process (e.g., printed in gift solicitation
materials and printed on gift receipts). As with the piano example above, the disclosed
alternate gift use would be possibly piano or music-related expenses. In order to govern use
of future gifts, policies must exist at the time of gift acceptance and should be clearly
communicated to donors.
Whenever there are extra funds available for ministry, we are grateful. However, it is
important to be careful and proactive when such funds relate to restricted gifts
As stated, the best way to address each situation will vary. If most gifts were small and difficult or impossible to
identify, it may be appropriate to explain the facts that certain donated funds can no longer be used for the
purposes intended. In the piano fundraising scenario, the pastor, choir director, organist, congregation council and
worship committee should also seek to discuss with members alternate use suggestions for the excess funds.
Those proposed similar uses would be decided on and notice of this action given in the congregation newsletter
and on the website. If individuals come forward and object, it may be possible to deal with on a case-by-case
basis. It is always important to check with your attorney in taking this step.
1

Women’s Equality Day commemorated
Women’s Equality Day was August 26th. That day commemorated the 19th Amendment, which
established voting rights for women in the United States. The day also serves
as a reminder there is still work to be done to ensure equal gender rights,
including in the workplace.
In Washington State, there continues to be a gap in wages and advancement
opportunities among workers, especially women. The Equal Pay and
Opportunities Act (RCW 49.58), which took effect in June 2018, helps close that gap by prohibiting
gender pay discrimination and promotes gender pay equity.
This Synod Office is working with congregations and rostered ministers to be sure our rostered
ministers of any gender identity are being compensated fairly through the use of the Synod
Compensation Guidelines. The 2022 version of this document will be out after our Synod Council
votes on them at the end of September 2021.

Who Represents Islam?
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Paths to Understanding blog August 31, 2021
By Pastor Terry Kyllo, Executive Dir Paths to Understanding, Lynnwood

In a 2017, interfaith leaders gathered to meet with US Senator Patti Murray to talk about AntiMuslim bigotry. The Senator asked what the main message of the anti-Muslim hate industry is. I
answered, “Anti-Muslim hate groups claim that the Taliban represent the truth about Islam. That is
no more true than to say that the KKK represents the truth about Christianity.” She nodded.
Sadly, many of our public leaders, pundits and reporters are
not so clear. Any lack of clarity about this will not lead to a
neutral outcome, but rather lead to increasing violence
against Muslims and those perceived to be Muslim. Many factors in this include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The baseline of institutional racism and personal bias in our nation generally
The anti-Muslim rhetoric from politicians
The fact that most Americans do not know a Muslim personally
The lack of religious literacy in the US
The anti-religious bigotry by many
The messaging of anti-Muslim hate groups

One reporter that I respect a lot is Richard Engel. I listened to him in one NBC broadcast say that
the Taliban has a “strict version of Islam.” In another, he said that the Taliban have a “strict and
austere interpretation of Islam.”
The difference between these two is small, but the meaning is quite different – yet both miss the
critical point.
The statement that the Taliban has a “strict version of Islam” seems to imply that the Taliban
represent Islam correctly, while other Muslims seem not to do so. This seems to place the
responsibility for the actions of the Taliban at the feet of Islam itself. I am sure the Taliban love this
statement, as it seems to offer them sanction for what they are doing. I am sure this not what Mr.
Engel intended!
The statement that the Taliban have a “strict and austere interpretation of Islam” is better, because
it honors the reality that people interpret their religion in different ways. This seems to place the
responsibility for the actions at the feet of the Taliban. Scholars tell us that most of the time,
groups use religion to justify their violent actions rather than their religion being the source of their
violence in the first place.
Both statements fall short of clarity, however. When spoken by such a courageous, thoughtful, and
careful reporter they strengthen anti-Muslim sentiment in our nation. The fact is that the Taliban no
more represent mainstream interpretations of Islam than Westboro Baptist, The KKK, or the Lord’s
Liberation Army represent mainstream Christianity. Continued next page
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Islam, continued from page 7

A clearer, more truthful statement might be: “The Taliban hold an interpretation of Islam that is
highly divergent from mainstream and majority Muslims.”
It on all of us to be on the lookout for ways that our casual language about each other can buy into
false narratives of dehumanizing language.
To learn more watch our animated video “What is Shariah?”, watch our Facts Over Fear webinars,
or join the Paths Network to take one of our On Demand courses.
If you want a view into mainstream Islam, read the book, Who Speaks for Islam: What a Billion
Muslims Really Think.

Congregations
2022 Synod Compensation Guidelines will be
emailed to rostered ministers and congregation
general emails plus some congregation
treasurers whose email addresses we have, and
those who have requested the guidelines on
September 28th. If you’d like to receive a copy,
please send a request for it with your email
address to swwasynod@plu.edu (note new email
address)

Gull Harbor Lutheran, Olympia is doing a special 9-11 Remembrance On Saturday, September 11
at 8:30am where they will remember the events on 9/11/2001 by planting a tree raised from an
acorn near ground zero. They will also dig up a time capsule that their VBS put in the ground
several years ago.
Pastor Kent Shane of Poulsbo First Lutheran and Marietta Nelson-Bittle, Interim Vicar at Spirit of
Life Lutheran, Port Orchard serve with a wide group of faith leaders in Kitsap County to work for
racial justice. The group is called Breaking Bread for Racial Justice team of Kitsap ERACE.
Gloria Dei Lutheran, Tacoma, along with many other congregations, are blessing school backpacks
during worship on September 5th, in person and online. Pastor John Kim is using this prayer:
Our prayers are with all teachers, students, administrators and all those who work in education; for
college students and their families during this time of transition; for mental health professionals
and those facing anxiety as we enter a new season of learning. Grant us peace, Lord, and help us
to remember you walk with us and love us. Amen.
Here are some other backpack blessing prayer resources from the SALT project.
https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2015/8/4/backpack-blessing/ //

