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The Office of Being a Citizen , continued from 

page 1 
 
programmer, farmer, 
nurse, pastor.  And, yes, 
the “office” of both 
citizen and elected  

leader are among the roles that Luther 
identifies as part of God’s royal 
priesthood.   

 
Luther was still very much shaped by the 
sixteenth century society around him that 
was just emerging from feudalism.  
Therefore, he did not leap immediately 
into full-scale democracy.   However, the 
rights and duties that he proposes for 
common people and their government 
leaders are quite stunning.  As cities in 
Germany became “Lutheran”, they 
welcomed advice from Luther about how 
to re-form their government structures so 
that they would better reflect God’s equal, 
life-changing love.  In response, for the 
first time in Europe’s history, Luther 
mobilized local governments to: (1) 
Establish and financially support free 
schools open to all boys and girls.  (2) 
Establish a social assistance program that 
would provide material help to people in 
crisis (widows, the ill, the unemployed.)  
This welfare program or “community 
chest” would be equally administered by a 

 

From the Bishop as he begins his Sabbatical  
by Bishop Richard Jaech 

In our world so full of tragedy, it would be impossible to produce hope by our own will 
power. Therefore, each week we ask God to come and bring us new life, just as God 
brought new life to Mary, Joseph and the people of Israel.  And God comes!  In a real 
flesh and blood way, God comes to fill us with new life each moment of the day.  That 
is the source of our hope. 
 
We feel so alone at times in this world.  We feel so caught by the forces of violence, 
suspicion, and cruelty that keep washing over us.  We wonder if anything can 
change for the better. Hope seems foolish. 
 
Advent is opening ourselves to the arrival of a God who says, “I am with you.  Your 
waiting is not in vain. I am right here with you, with your families, at your work 
place, out on the streets where everything is happening.  I come to bring you new 
life.”   
 
Hope comes first of all as a gift to us, but, for hope to stay alive, we must also 
choose to exercise that gift and live as people of hope.  Hope is like a muscle.  It 
must be exercised to stay strong. Hope is like a musical instrument.  It must be 
practiced or else the music will be lost. 
 
 
Continued next page 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Return to God With All Your Heart 
By Bishop Richard E Jaech, Synod Bishop 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to God with All Your Heart 
 

 
 
We are entering Lent, the season for honest self-examination and returning back to 
God.  We are called to do this individually and collectively as God’s people.  
 
This work of repentance and renewal feels especially necessary right now. Our sins 
are quite evident.  With Russia’s ruthless military invasion of Ukraine, we see our 
human capacity to act in senseless and greedy violence towards others.  With 
millions of people fleeing their homes and living in refugee camps around the 
globe, we see the human family broken and shattered.  With racism climbing to 
tragic levels in our nation and religious violence increasing everywhere, we 
recognize that we have sinned against God and against all God’s beloved people.   

 
In so many ways we distrust and walk away from God as we look to find our safety 
and well-being in the things we buy and consume, in the power we use over others, 
in the arguments we try to win at any cost.  Therefore, in our Lenten liturgy, we are 
led to sing again and again: 

 
Return to God with all your heart, the source of grace and mercy; 

Come seek the tender faithfulness of God 
 
We abandon God, but God does not abandon us.  In this time of Lent, we pray that 
the Holy Spirit will turn our hearts back to God.   
       
Continued next page 
 

Moments for Mission 
Southwestern Washington Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ by empowering congregations and church 
leaders to grow in worship, education, outreach, stewardship and other ministries. 
March 2022 

  
 
 
 

 

 Dear Friends, 
 
O God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine 
today.  We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.  We 
pray for those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of 
comfort would draw near to them.  We pray for those with 
power over war and peace, that you give them wisdom, 
discernment, and compassion in all their decisions.  Above all, 
we pray for all your precious children, who are at risk and in 
fear, that you will hold and protect them. We pray this in the 
name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen. 
 

mailto:swwasynod@plu.edu
mailto:swwasynod@plu.edu
http://www.swwasynod.org/
http://www.swwasynod.org/
http://www.elca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Southwestern-Washington-Synod/129047787133786
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Southwestern-Washington-Synod/129047787133786
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Southwestern-Washington-Synod/129047787133786
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Southwestern-Washington-Synod/129047787133786


2 
 

   
 

 
Afghan Refugee Resettlement, continued from page 1 
 
We pray that the Prince of Peace will end war in Ukraine and everywhere it rages.  We pray that individually and 
collectively we will turn again to God and live as God’s people.  We cling to the hope that, with God, all things are 
possible. 
 

In Christ, 
 

                Bishop Rick Jaech 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a prayer cross for the people of 
Ukraine at Agnus Dei Lutheran in Gig 
Harbor. Sunflowers are the national 
flower of Ukraine. 
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Congregations in Transition -March 2022                                     
 
Lord, we pray for your wisdom, insight, and peace for these congregations the leaders in our synod who are working through a 
time of pastoral transition. We give you thanks for each and every one. Amen. 

Congregations  Position Status Pastoral Care 

Calvary, Federal Way P NV Pr. Alan Berg 
Gull Harbor, Olympia P NV Pr. John Clausen 
Prince of Peace, Forks P TR Don Corson, SAM 
Spirit of Life, Pt 
Orchard 

P C Marietta Nelson-Bittle, SAM 

Stella, Longview P C Pr. Lydia Brannon 
Trinity, Parkland P NV Pr. Jonette Blakney/Pr. Ron 

Kempe 
Twin Harbors, Grayland P NV Pulpit Supply 
Zion, Camas P C Pulpit Supply 

 
INSTALLATIONS 
 
Pastor Duane Anderson will be installed at First Lutheran in South Bend on Saturday, March 12th at 2pm.  You are 
welcome to attend. 
 
Pastor Eric Bostrom has been called to serve as Lead Pastor at Mountain View Lutheran Church in Edgewood 
starting this month.  Pastor Eric and his wife, Pastor Rhonda Bostrom, moved here from Omaha, Nebraska. He will 
be installed at Mountain View on Saturday, March 20th at 3pm.  All are welcome. 
 
Sister Karen Norton will be installed as Deacon at Saint Andrew Lutheran, Vancouver WA on Sunday, June 12th at 
3pm.  All are welcome.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobility position key 
P – Pastor 
AP – Associate Pastor 
D- Deacon 
 
Mobility status key:  
NV – New Vacancy  
TR – Transition 
I – Interviewing 
C – Calling 
SAM- Synod 
Authorized Minister 
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On the Road with the Bishop 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Feb. 6 Celebrated the Ordination 
and Installation of Pastor Chavaleh 
Forgey, who serves as pastor at 
Christ Lutheran in Federal Way. Rev. 
Forgey is shown, right, to the left of 
Bishop Jaech in the center. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued next page 
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On the Road with the Bishop continued from page 4 
 
Feb. 11-12   Attended a Pacific Lutheran University Board of Regents meeting, shown below are all of the regents. 

 

 
 

Feb. 27    Preached at St. Andrew Lutheran, Vancouver, below, where Rev. Cindy Muse serves as Pastor and 
Deaconess Karen Norton will soon be ordained and installed to assist with pastoral  
care. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

   
 

A Prayer for the People of the Ukraine 
 

A Prayer for Justice and Peace. 
 

God, strengthen, encourage, embolden, comfort and protect the people of Ukraine. Guide and safeguard those 
resisting the invasion. Be with President Zelensky and other leaders. Establish a just peace, O God. 

 
Protect and encourage those within Russia who advocate for justice and peace at the risk of their own safety. 

Bless all peace-makers, O God. 
 

Shelter the civilian population that is being bombed. Support all those who have lost their homes that they find 
new places to stay, give the hungry food, unite those who are separated. Support all who help on the ground and 

receive refugees. Comfort the suffering, O God. 
 

Preserve us from those who use their power to hurt others, and lead them to recognize their limits that they may 
find ways towards peace and put an end to the loss of life and the senselessness of war. Enlighten the powerful, O 

God. 
 

Establish justice and peace in all war-torn countries. We pray especially for Ukraine, Myanmar, Syria, Ethiopia and 
the Tigray Region, Yemen, Armenia, South Sudan. Free us from the hardship of war, O God. 

 
Make us instruments of your peace, O God, so that we can work together, hand in hand, for a free and just world, 

to your praise and glory. Amen.

 
 

Pastor Kristin Luana Baumann of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Port Angeles attended the prayer service for peace in 
Ukraine, organized by many World Church Communities, including the Lutheran World Federation. This prayer is her 
adaptation from the prayers of Intercession of that service.  
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An Interfaith Call to Peace for Ukraine 
By Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton 

 
February 24, 2022 

Though we have been anxious about the recent growing tensions between Ukraine and 
Russia and between Russia and the NATO countries in recent weeks, we remain deeply 
concerned, as we have been since 2014, for the impact of this ongoing conflict on 
innocent civilians throughout Ukraine. All parties to the conflict must take every 

measure possible to protect civilians. All parties and the international community must renew efforts to de-
escalate this threat to international peace and security. 

All our religious traditions call us to pray and work for peace. We join our voices and hands together. We 
must open our eyes to those who are suffering, and we cannot remain indifferent to the injustice this 
conflict has brought on the people of Ukraine and may bring on people of neighboring countries. 

We call on all those involved—whether governments, movements or individuals—to repent of aggression and 
violence, and turn instead to the way of peace through dialogue. We also call upon the faithful people of our 
congregations and communities to pray for wisdom, peace and justice to prevail in Ukraine.  

Join us as we pray:  
Oh Divine, most mighty, most merciful, our sacred stories tell us that you help and save your people. You are 
the fortress: may there be no more war. You are the harvest: may there be no more hunger. You are the 
light: may no one die alone or in despair. Oh Divine, most majestic, most motherly, grant us your life. Amen. 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Rev. Eddy Alemán 
General Secretary, Reformed Church in America 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church 

Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer 
General Minister and President, United Church of Christ, National Ministries 

Bishop Sally Dyck 
Ecumenical Officer, The United Methodist Church 

Continued next page 

Interfaith Call to Peace, continued from page 7 
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Rev. Teresa Hord Owens 
General Minister and President, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the US and Canada 

Bishop Teresa Jefferson-Snorton 
Fifth Episcopal District, The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
Chair, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 
President, Churches Uniting in Christ 

Rev. Dr. Betsy Miller 
President, Provincial Elders' Conference, Moravian Church Northern Province 

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Mr. Basharat Saleem 
Executive Director, Islamic Society of North America 

Dr. Tarunjit Singh Butalia 
Executive Director, Religions for Peace USA 

Rev. Chris Thore 
President, Provincial Elders' Conference, Moravian Church Southern Province 

  
 

"What Does LGBTQIA Mean?"    
   

• Have you ever wondered about the difference 
between sexual orientation and gender 
identity? 

• Are you curious about vocabulary that may be new to you. . . gender expression, cis-gender?  
• Are you seeking to expand the holy work of welcome, inclusion and celebration of LGBTQIA+ people 

in church and society? 
 
On Thursday, March 17th, from 3:30-5pm our SWWA Synod will join an online training provided by our ELCA 
partner, ReconcilingWorks. During this 90 minute workshop we will learn helpful vocabulary, skills and tools to 
support us in our ministry of welcome. This workshop is for everyone with an open heart and mind! 
 
Registration costs $35 (called "SOGIE Workshop") 
Register: https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/ReconcilingWorks_1/SOGIETraining.html 
 
 (If this cost is a challenge for you right now, please reach email Pastor Rebecca Shjerven, Bishop’s Associate to find out about partial 
reimbursement for your fee; shjervrl@plu.edu)    Sponsored by the SWWA Reconciling in Christ Work Team 

 

 

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/ReconcilingWorks_1/SOGIETraining.html
mailto:%20shjervrl@plu.edu
mailto:shjervrl@plu.edu
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Synod WELCA’s  Women of the Bible: 
Abigail 
 
WELCA Bible Study on Abigail with presenter Leslie Woldseth- on 
Saturday, March 26th at 10 - 11am PT on Zoom.  
 
Abigail shows us that women of God can be humble, wise, and 
diplomatic.  
 
Join other Women of the ELCA from the Southwestern WA Synod 
for a Free Bible Study on Zoom. Register online by March 25th to 
receive the Zoom link. No cost. 
 
Register online: https://conta.cc/3sGErsM  Zoom link sent to 
those registered the week prior to event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trauma in our Bodies and Brains and Post-Traumatic Growth 
This two-part recorded class will be available to view for free until March 25th. The recording is approximately two 
hours, through the Northern Rockies Institute of Theology. 
 
Part one: Trauma in our Bodies and Brains: What is trauma and how does it impact us? 
Part two: Post-traumatic Growth: Not all trauma stops us in our tracks. Some of us actually grow from trauma. 
Learn about the areas of posttraumatic growth, and think about how you might build them in yourselves, your 
families and your congregants. 
Taught by Dr. Betsy Stone, a retired clinical psychologist who currently teaches as an adjunct lecturer at HUC-JIR, 
teaching pastoral and developmental topics in the School of Education. 
Click Here to Register  https://www.montanasynod.org/nrit-sign-up-forms.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://conta.cc/3sGErsM
https://www.montanasynod.org/nrit-sign-up-forms.html
https://www.montanasynod.org/nrit-sign-up-forms.html
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Invitation to Display Orange Banners in Solidarity 
 
In the following letter, the American Indian Alaska Native Lutheran Association invites congregations to hang 
orange banners in solidarity with Indigenous people throughout North America and in remembrance and lament of 
Native children that never made it out of residential schools. View the letter in the article below or as a PDF.  

 
Kamloops Residential School 

 The Southwestern Washington Synod Native American Work Team has started an Orange Banner Project.  Here 
are some resources they’ve put together to help you present and create an orange banner for your congregation to 
remember the children of the Indian Boarding Schools: 

• Forum to introduce the Orange Banner Found here  As part of displaying the Orange Banner in your 
sanctuary for 225 days in solidarity with the Indigenous communities of our country, it may be helpful to 
introduce your congregation to the concept of why this is happening. 

• To request iron-on transfers to create your own banner, contact Pastor Seth Novak  

 
 
Remembering the Children 
AMERICAN INDIAN ALASKA NATIVE LUTHERAN ASSOCIATION  July 23, 2021  

Greetings in the name of our Creator, in the name of Jesus, Savior of all. We speak to you all today on behalf of the 
Indigenous people throughout North Americas. We come with sad hearts at the news of 215+ children of the 
Kamloops Residential School whose remains were recently found in a mass grave and of the children of the 
Rosebud Sioux whose bodies were returned to their homeland this past week. They are being remembered by 
many by the color orange.  

The color orange is symbolic and came from the inspiration of a survivor of that era, Phyllis Webstad, who stated 
that when she was a 6-year-old girl arriving at a residential boarding school, she was stripped of her clothes which 
included a new orange t-shirt her grandmother had gifted her and was never given back. The orange shirt/color 
now symbolizes how the church and the schools they administered took away the Indigenous identity of the 
children in their care.  

In honor and memory of the children of the First Nations people and of our Native children who never made it 
home, and for those still living the nightmare imposed on them as children of Canada and the United States we 
humbly ask our brothers and sisters of the church to hang an orange banner in the sanctuaries of your churches 
continued next page 

Remembering the Children, continued from page 10 

https://www.gcsynod.org/s/Remembering-the-Children.pdf
https://swwasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Orange-Banner-Intro-Forum-Template-2022.pdf
mailto:pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org
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for 225 days. In remembrance and lament of each child that was thrown into those graves, and those yet to be 
discovered we honor each of their lives.  

Please grieve with us and remember us as the Indigenous people of this land who are going through a very sad 
and heartbreaking time in our collective psyche. We invite all our Christian brothers and sisters, in solidarity with 
us, to honor all our First Nations and our Native children that never made it out of residential schools by hanging 
an orange banner for 225 days.  

We now call on the Church to acknowledge and confess its complicity in all the atrocities committed against the 
Indigenous peoples of North America and throughout the world where western Christianity colonized Indigenous 
peoples. Please stand in partnership with us for the children.  

The true history of the western church in America has been participation in acts of ethnic cleansing, genocide 
through warfare including biological and chemical, sterilization, depletion of our main food source, the taking of 
land and resources for personal gains. We ask you, the ELCA Church and Bishops Church leaders and 
congregations to support our people in remembering the children.  

Many Tribal nations have had church groups offer apologies on behalf of their ancestors, which is well and good, 
but that only serves to assuage any feelings of guilt or shame for them and does not bring about true repentance. 
So in light of these past gestures we call upon the churches serving in the United States to advocate the U.S. 
Government to fully acknowledge all the atrocities it has committed against the indigenous peoples of this land 
now known as the United States of America and for the future of Christianity in Indian Country.  

Wopila    American Indian Alaska Native Lutheran Association Members:  
Pr. Joann Conroy, 
President 
Pr. Manuel Ratamoza, 
Vice President  
Pr. Will Voss, Treasurer  

Kelly Sherman-Conroy 
Ph.D. Candidate, 
Secretary  
Pr .Larry Thiele, 
Incorporator  
Patterson Yazzie  
Loni Whitford  

Vicar Jonathan Old 
Horse  
Pr. Jack Russel  
Amanda Straw  
Lisa Whitford  
Teri Arlene 
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Synod Educational Gatherings 
Open to All this Spring 
In lieu of a Synod Assembly in 2022, the Synod 
will host 3 regional Educational Gatherings that 
are open to all congregational members and 
rostered leaders. This day together will include 
worship, two workshop sessions on a variety of 
topics, a keynote on Moving into the Future by 
Joey Ager, our new Bishop’s Associate/Dir for 
Evangelical Mission, and a boxed lunch. 
Registration will be online starting soon.   
 
 

Choose the best date and location that works for you to attend:           Hours:  10am-3:30pm all sites. 
 

• Saturday, April 30th at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Port Angeles 
• Saturday, May 14th at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church by the Narrows, Tacoma 
• Saturday, June 4th at Trinity Lutheran Church, Longview 

 
Workshops:   

• Welcome Individuals with Disabilities (Tacoma location only) 
• I Love to Tell the Story:  writing grants that can help fund your mission and vision (all sites) 
• Finding Resurrection in the Tomb (with Living Stones Prison Congr) (all sites) 
• Growing Young as we Grow Together (Synod 1st Third of Life Formation Team) (all sites) 
• Theology of Church Land Use and Affordable Housing (all sites) 
• All Creation Sings, new hymnal introduction (Port Angeles and Tacoma sites only) 
• Land Acknowledgement (Synod Native American Work Team) (all sites) 
• Cultivating Spiritual Imagination (all sites) 
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 “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one 
body. And be thankful” (Colossians 3:15). 
 
Since last week, the news of the Russian invasion of Ukraine has filled news reports and 
social media feeds. Heartbreaking images of people saying goodbye to loved ones and lining 
up at the borders to leave the country are occupying our screens. Prayers and calls for peace 
are coming from around the world as we watch this crisis unfold. 
 
Civilians fleeing the violence are heading toward Ukraine’s western districts and such 
neighboring countries as Poland, Moldova, Slovakia, Romania and Hungary. Ukrainian men 
of military age (18-60) are required to stay in the country, so most of those fleeing the 
violence are women and children. According to one report of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, more than 500,000 people are seeking refuge in neighboring 
countries including Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Moldova. There are major humanitarian 
concerns for both internally displaced people and refugees. Many of these Ukrainians fleeing 
their homes need shelter and such basic necessities as food, water and toiletries. Care for 
people also includes pastoral and psychological support to address the trauma they’ve 
endured. 
 
Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companion churches in Ukraine, Hungary, 
Poland and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as the Lutheran World Federation 
and Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis. These partners 
provide refugees with immediate support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and 
hygiene kits. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has joined other religious leaders from Europe 
and around the globe in issuing an interfaith call for peace in the region. 
 
Your gifts will support Ukrainians and others. Gifts to “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will 
be used in full (100%) to assist those affected by the crisis in Ukraine and neighboring 
countries.      Our prayers abound for the loss and devastation experienced in Ukraine and 
Eastern Europe.    Donate to Lutheran Disaster Response here 

 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fNews-and-Events%2f8131&srcid=286975&srctid=1&erid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343&trid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=286975&srctid=1&erid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343&trid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=286975&srctid=1&erid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343&trid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=286975&srctid=1&erid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343&trid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343
https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response?erid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343&trid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2feastern-europe-crisis-response&srcid=286975&srctid=1&erid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343&trid=bbc37eed-2e65-4910-89a4-23d758ef4343
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We Don't Talk About... 
By Rev. Scott Stoner, LMFT and Holly Hughes Stoner, LMFT, The Wellness Compass 

 

A Disney movie was the last place we expected to find powerful and profound insight about 
what happens when families avoid having difficult conversations. And yet that is just what we 
discovered when we recently sat down and watched their latest movie entitled, "Encanto."  
 
We promise not to share too many details about the movie, in case you haven't watched it yet. 
Even if you haven't seen the movie, you may have heard the song "We Don't Talk About 
Bruno," one of the many popular tunes from the film. (You can listen to it HERE). The title of 
this song describes an all too common way people avoid difficult or unpleasant conversations, 
which is to adopt an attitude of "we don't talk about ……." In "Encanto," the reason for 
shunning the family member named Bruno is that he has dared to speak of things the family 
doesn't want to think about, let alone 
discuss. His family instead pretends that he 
doesn't exist, trying to ignore the problem 
rather than face the truth he has spoken.  
 
It is not unusual for groups of people 
(families, friends, organizations, etc.) to 
have unwritten rules about things that 
should not be discussed. Some common 
examples are:  
 
"We don't talk about conflict." 
"We don't talk about money." 
"We don't talk about how much so and so 
drinks." 
"We don't talk about our feelings." 
"We don't talk about religion, sex, or 
politics."   
 
It is easy to internalize these unwritten rules as simply a given that can't be questioned if 
everyone silently agrees to follow them as a way of keeping a false sense of peace. The 
paradox is that not talking about something difficult usually makes it worse, as the 
suppressed emotions build in intensity. So not talking about conflict, for example, almost 
always guarantees the conflict will eventually spill out in a way that is likely hurtful to all 
involved. 
 
We don't think it's too much of a spoiler to let you know that "Encanto" has a happy ending. 
After all, it is a Disney movie. The hopeful ending is made possible because the Madrigals 
(Bruno's family) learn to, in the words of the Brené Brown quote above, "Be brave enough to 
start a conversation that matters."             Continued next page 
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We don’t talk about, continued from page 14 
 
It does indeed take courage to start such conversations. But if you have any doubt about the 
healing effects of taking such a risk, then make time soon to watch "Encanto." Before long, 
you too will be singing along with the soundtrack (written by Lin Manuel Miranda), and maybe, 
just maybe, you will find yourself becoming a little braver when it comes to talking about hard 
things. 
 
Making It Personal: 
 

1. Are you aware of any unwritten rules you have internalized about things that 
one should avoid discussing?   

2. Can you think of a time when you or someone you care about took the risk to 
start a difficult conversation? What did you learn from that experience? 

3. Is there a conversation you want to start with someone right now? If so, what is 
the first step you need to take to do so?   

 
*Each week Scott and Holly discuss the current week's column on their Wellness Compass Podcast. 
You can listen to them in your favorite podcast app or by simply clicking HERE. 

 

 
 

 
Current Congregation Job Openings  
 
Click on job titles for online links to job information or go to the synod website 

https://swwasynod.org/congregational-resources/job-opportunities/   

Updated 02/08/2022 

University Pastor, California Lutheran University, Thousand Oaks, CA  
Music and IT ministries positions -1, 2, or 3 discrete or combined job positions available, Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Vancouver WA 
Coordinator of Children’s, Youth, & Intergenerational Ministry, Peace Lutheran Church, Tacoma 
Office Coordinator, Peace Lutheran Church, Tacoma 
Accompanist, Galilean Lutheran Church, Ocean Shores 
Ministry Associate for First Third of Life (PT), Messiah Lutheran, Vancouver WA 
Office Administrator, Our Saviour's Lutheran Church, Bremerton 
Organist/Musician, Christ Lutheran Church, Lakewood 
Piano Accompanist, First Lutheran Community Church, Port Orchard 
Director of Faith Formation in the First Third of Life, Beautiful Savior, Vancouver WA 
Children's Ministry Coordinator (PT), The Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd, Olympia 
Nursery Attendant (hourly), The Lutheran Church of The Good Shepherd, Olympia 
Children and Family Ministry Coordinator, Mountain View Lutheran Church, Edgewood 
Church Administrator, Mountain View Lutheran Church, Edgewood   // 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i97PZI_u-hGWrHiIrlC1gV-4WD0wSGr8d3HSghfBWWO96OF9F-y5PMfGUG-vrIgT_t4UWQbVuNuXVnMiKrms_hWmobQDLBbjWpQr33GtPJzf6TNcSSvwFEaZUbJwGkdQ8IABQ0iTHN_13azLNTtHv_ke-eyQ5czQJI1eCoptwr3RfD8citGsV2qZsnBTl-M3J_AaGUVH5T88zrCQwQ55Zpu-2Pxi12hUdI84KNrAr7ghWMkpmdc2jg==&c=BzYy1JdkkHBtDpFeP-Bf0-S_2AUOYwKtAy34TA-vizvPFdZic2UaOQ==&ch=hQnnO2FgESWqkiasTLG6d_c137v0ZT7rzNbSFhnuHkAeeLup5GeYkw==
https://swwasynod.org/congregational-resources/job-opportunities/
https://jobs.chronicle.com/job/443147/university-pastor
https://messiahvancouver.org/Messiah-Happenings/entry/Music-and-it-ministries-position-posted-1-2-or-3-discrete-or-combined-job-positions-available
https://www.peacelutherantacoma.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/rev-Coordinator-of-Children-Youth-Intergenerational-Ministry-JD-1.pdf
https://www.peacelutherantacoma.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Office-Coordinator-JD-PCC-and-PLC_2022.pdf
https://swwasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Accompanist-Galilean-OceanShores-12-21.pdf
https://swwasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MinistryAssocFirstThirdofLife%5EJ-Messiah%5EJ-Vanc-pt-12-21.pdf
https://swwasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Office-Admin-OurSaviours_Brem11-21.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d4/d4e250d7-87f4-4fb4-ae1f-3367bed043fb/documents/CLC_Organist_Job_Description.pdf
https://swwasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Pianist-First-Port-Orchard-10-21.pdf
https://swwasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Director-of-Faith-Formation-job-description-1.docx
https://swwasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/LCGS-Childrens-Ministry-Coordinator-9.29.21.pdf
https://swwasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/LCGS-Nursery-Attendants.pdf
https://mtviewlutheran.org/jobdescription-childrenandfamilycoordinator.pdf
https://mtviewlutheran.org/jobdescription-churchadministrator.pdf
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