Dear friends,

I invite you to join me in supporting refugee families who have arrived in the United States
sponsored by Lutheran Community Services Northwest and our Synod congregations.
These refugee families, many from Afghanistan and Somalia, were granted legal permission
to come to the US and were promised support and assistance for the first three months.
However, they suddenly find themselves in a very difficult situation.

On January 20, a presidential executive order was issued that ended the Congress-
approved refugee program and froze the funding that assists sponsored refugees who are
already in the US. Faced with this sudden crisis, our Synod congregations who are
sponsoring refugees have been working diligently to provide housing, furniture, food, and
loving encouragement. With generous spirits, they have provided far more resources than
they were originally asked to give. However, they need and deserve our help!

For this reason, we have initiated a Refugee Support Project.

Our first goal is to raise $8,000 to provide adequate housing and financial support for the
sponsored refugees in the coming months as they get settled. We already have raised
$2,000, with $1,500 coming from our Synod’s Disaster Rapid Response Fund, and $500
contributed by a Synod member. |invite you to join me in making a gift to the Refugee
Support Project so that we can raise $6,000 more.

To make a donation, please make out your check to the SW Washington Synod, and write
“Refugee Support Project” in the memo line. Mail your check to:

SW Washington Synod
420 121t St. So.
Tacoma, WA 98444

Our second goalis to join with the other five synods in ELCA Region 1 to form a Region 1
Immigrant Support Team. Lutherans throughout our region are wanting to be supportive of
individuals and families who come to us as refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants. Our



Region 1 Immigrant Support Team will coordinate our efforts to provide support to refugees
and immigrants in our area in a variety of ways, including support with job search, getting
settled in new homes, and providing legal information for congregations who are serving
the immigrant community. An example of this was the “Know Your Rights” online seminar
that the Region 1 bishops provided in February.

If you are interested in being involved with the work of the Region 1 Immigrant Support
Team, along with people from our neighboring five synods, please contact me at my email
address: jaechre@plu.edu

As we approach Holy Week and give thanks for the life, death, and resurrection of Christ,
may we be moved to join Christ in doing the life-giving work of God in the world.

Blessings to you!


mailto:jaechre@plu.edu

