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“A Goodbye, a Hello, and an Ask”
By Pr. Anna Czarnik-Neimeyer, RIC Work Team Secretary

 
It was Monday, July 1, 2024- the day after Pride Weekend in Seattle- a weekend of
dancing, joy, and marching in my clergy collar with a group of Lutherans in the
Sunday Pride Parade. Very excited and a little bedraggled, that Monday morning I
started as a pastoral intern in the SW Washington Synod. My congregation Internship
Supervisor was Pr. Jonette Blakney at Trinity Lutheran Church in Parkland, WA. In
my first week at Trinity, I learned that Pr. Jonette was the co-chair of the Synod RIC
(Reconciling in Christ) Work Team, along with Pr. Jean DeVoll-Donaldson.
 
As a new addition to the Synod, I really didn’t know anyone. As one of Trinity’s first
openly queer staff members, I was hopeful and also curious about how it would go. I
hopped on to my first Synod RIC Working Group Zoom meeting and met a cast of
devoted characters who care about LGBTQIA+ people and not only our full inclusion
in the church, but a celebration of our gifts to the Church. I breathed a sigh of relief.
 
Why A Synod Team?
Synod Committees matter. They matter because they show not just an individual
personal commitment to issues but also an institutional commitment. If you know
anything about queer folks in the church, you know that often we’ve had to deal with
the two faces of the church: Beautiful private personal support alongside paradoxical
institutional rejection, closed doors, subtle and not-so-subtle rebukes, and plain old
“Do Not Enter” signs.
 
So for my Internship Supervisor and her co-chair to be allied clergypeople leading
this charge meant the world to me. Pr. Jean stepped down last year from the Co-chair
role, and after 5 years as Chair, Pr. Jonette is now passing the baton. And I want to
personally say thank you to them. Leadership matters. And your leadership mattered-
it mattered to me, to other new and longtime queer ministers in this synod, to queer
elders in the pews, to young adults unsure if they’re welcome, and to children who
are just figuring out who they are. Thank you. I spoke with Pr. Jonette about her time
at the RIC Work Team and she said,“It’s been a privilege to be a small part or larger
part of companioning churches through this process. It’s not hypothetical. It’s really a
joy and delight and privilege to do this work and companion congregations to start to
get a glimpse of something different, and then to move forward and see it’s possible
through the work of the Holy Spirit. I think it’s really remarkable.”
 
Here’s just some of what the Synod RIC Work Team has supported in the past 5
Years:



-Nine new RIC congregations in our Synod: Trinity Parkland, Immanuel Centralia,
St. Andrew’s Vancouver, Hope Enumclaw, Holy Trinity Port Angeles, St. Mark’s by
The Narrows Tacoma, Gloria Dei Olympia, First Poulsbo, Christ Federal Way
- “Joyful Resistance” June 2026 at Immanuel, Vancouver
- “Building an Inclusive Church” Reconciling Works training July 2025 at Trinity,
Parkland
-Tabling at Synod Events
-”Regroup & Recommit” RIC storytelling event Feb. 2025 at Peace Puyallup
-Accompaniment for congregations considering RIC
-Wisdom Circle of LGBTQIA+ Lutherans
-Expanding our Welcome Newsletter since 2023
-And much more behind the scenes
 
I know there are many who assume that ELCA churches are automatically welcoming
and affirming to LGBTQIA+ people in the pews and in the pulpit, but I can tell you that
as a queer clergyperson, I do not get to take that for granted, especially as queer &
trans protections are being rolled back in our country. Now an ordained pastor
serving at the wonderful Christ Lutheran Church Belfair, I recently learned that The
Pride Resolution a few towns over from my congregation did not pass, and it was
mostly Christians at the mic who rejected the resolution. I always say the unique job
of a queer clergyperson is that, like Jesus, we have had to learn to love people who
do not love us back. But when I was first starting out in this Synod, I didn’t have to
flex that particular muscle because with the presence of the RIC Working Group, I
knew they loved me back. And that is the right environment to grow our faith and
leadership.
 
So the ask is this: will you step up? Will you show Christ’s love through
leadership? The RIC Working Group needs your support, love, and a few more
members, either queer or allies. Is that you? Will you join us for the next 5 years and
beyond? If so, contact our new Chair…
 
Welcome Deanna Eichler (Shepherd of the Hills, Stevenson) as our new RIC
Work Team Chair!
To Contact Deanna: deanna.eichler@gmail.com

We invite you to visit our friends at Reconciling Works "Lutherans for
Full Participation" for helpful resources or reach out to the Synod
Administrator - we're happy to assist!

Our Team (in alphabetical order)

Deanna Eichler team chair

Pastor Anna Czarnik-Neimeyer secretary

Stefanie DeZarn synod liaison

Mary Ann Nelson
Pastor Nate Sutton

Deacon Andrew Larsen

The RIC Work Team serves
as a resource for
congregations and
ministries throughout the
synod as we all seek to
expand our welcome in
creative and life-giving
ways. 
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