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The Synod’s RIC Work Team seeks
to cultivate a culture of hospitality
toward LGBTQIA2+ people and
remove barriers to full participation
in the life and ministry of the
Southwestern Washington Synod.

Indigenous People still live among us -
Can we hear them? Are we afraid to
listen - What can we learn and
celebrate?

Indigenous people still live among us, in fact, if you travel more than 100 miles within
our Synod, indeed, throughout the Pacific Northwest and beyond, you will encounter
Native neighbors. They still live among us in spite of a history that includes:

Colonization: prior to the arrival of Europeans, approximately 10 million Natives lived
on the North American continent, in 2006, their population was estimated to be about
4.1 million

Doctrine of Discovery: Papal Bulls from the early 1800’s gave European settlers
permission to remove indigenous people from the lands they occupied and called
them heathens

Treaties: 100’s of treaties over centuries were often broken or changed to reflect the
desires of the government’s interests at the time, perhaps oil or gold or some other
enriching factor required Natives be moved to less desirable land, treaties in the
1950's terminated most organized and sovereign tribes altogether

Boarding_Schools: Native children were removed from their homes from the mid 17th
to the mid 20th centuries to “assimilate” or “civilize” them, forbidding them to speak
their own languages or practice their own religions

Each of these factors, and many more, accounted for thousands of deaths from
disease, outright murder, oppression, alcohol issues and generational trauma, which
still exists today. And yet, most indigenous people are strong, proud and follow their
Creator fervently. Native American spirituality is a diverse, deeply interconnected
system of beliefs and practices that emphasizes kinship with all living beings,
reverence for the natural world and gratitude toward the Creator or Great Spirit.

And, yes, there is much we can learn from their resiliency, their fastidious care of their
elders and their vital relationship to the earth, if we but listen with curiosity and
respect. You are encouraged to checkout the Native American Work Team and




Resources page of the Southwestern Washington Synod website:
https://swwasynod.org/home/ministries/native-american-resources/

~ Submitted by Marva Janik, a member of the Conferated Tribes of Siletz Indians of
Oregon and Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Stevenson WA

Celebrating May RIC Anniversaries

Pacific Lutheran University Campus Ministry, Tacoma WA - 2013
St. Marks by The Narrows Lutheran Church, Tacoma WA - 2022

THANKS BE TO GOD!

We invite you to visit our friends at Reconciling Works "Lutherans for
Full Participation” for helpful resources or reach out to the Synod
Administrator - we're happy to assist!

Our Team (in alphabetical order) The RIC Work Team serves as a
resource for congregations and

Pastor Jonette Blakney team chair ministries throughout the synod as
we all seek to expand our welcome
in creative and life-giving ways. In
Stefanie DeZarn synod liaison this publication we hope to provide
Deanna Eichler practical ideas for your
congregation to consider. Each
month will have a different focus
Pastor Nate Sutton and some resources you may find
valuable.

Pastor Anna Czarnik-Neimeyer

Mary Ann Nelson
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